Dovid Katz : Yiddish G6102x
December 20, 1977 : Professor M. Herzog

First Stevos in the Reconstruction of the Proto Vocalism
of the Semitic Component in ¥iddish

2t PRELIMINARIES

1. Semitic Component vs Hebrew, "Hebrew-Aramaic,"
L§Sn k§ydsS, Aramaic

2. Lexical and Historical Origins of the Semitic
Component

Tl THE EMPIRICAL REALITY OF A SYNCHRONIC SEMITIC COMPONENT

1. Phonology of the Semitic Component vs
Ashkenazic Hebrew and Aramaic

2. Phonology of the Semitic Component vs
the German Component
3., The Component Proto Vowel

BB B SYNCHRONIC CONSTRUCTION; INTERNAIL RECONSTRUCTION
1. Distinctive Oppositions in Central Yiddish Vocalism

2. Systematic Vocalic Alternations in the Semitic
Component of Central Yiddish

3. Open Syllable Lengthening vs Closed Syllable
Shortening

b, Historical Inferences

IV COMPARATIVE RECONSTRUCTION
1. Segmental Correspondences among Yiddish Dialects
2. Dynamic Corresvondences among Yiddish Dialects

3. The Segmental énd Dynamic Phonology of the
Proto System
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Northeastern Ashkenazic Aramaic: The Mourner's Kaddish

yiskaddl veyiskadd$ Smey vabd[.] boglmd divyd xivusdy

veyamlix malxus@y[.] bexayeyx8yn uveyeymeyx&yn uvexaydy dexgl béys yisygéyl
bagQlQ uvizmln koviv veimyd oméyn[.] [-milel] yshdy 3Sméy yvibo '
movQyax leglem uledlmey 9lmiyg[.] [—-milra]

yizbgvdx voyiStabidx voyispoidy veyisyeymim voyisnasdy voyisadiy
visalf visaldl [-milel] Sméy dekideSg byixu[.] [-milra] lseyl}
min kQl biyxQsQ veSiyosd tuSbexgsd venexemgsd

daamiygn beglmQ veimyl gméyn[.] [-milel]

yshéy §19mo vdbg min ¥mdyg vexdysm glédynu vsal kol

yisydel veimyu gméyn[. ]

éyse $0lsm bimy8ymgv hu yiss $dlam Qléynu veal

kol yisygel veimyu gméyn
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THE GO NMPONENTE

2 R B 1 (B)

VYO W E L

SC ay in Central Yiddish

l. Occurs paradigmatically
in open syllables only:
Sy8sov, max(a)%&ysfs,
goz8y$1s, pay, S8ySdem.

2, Occurs in penultimate
position only:

briy$sss, siyéfor,
talfy8seom, taxliy&som.

3. Alternates systematically
with e€:

mayssm ~ mes, sSaydam ~ Sed,
lavcom »~ lec.,

GC ay in Central Yiddish

1. Occurs in any syllable:
88yn, S&y%nsr, ridyn, riydnor
biyz, kléyn, gly, niy.

2. Occurs in any position:

raydneréhiyt, riybnsodkayt,
viy$nenddik, ray$xagry

3. Alternates with oy:

unhgxbg ~ ungshoybn,

glayby ~ gloybm.
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PY-<(SC) X

N 1

UNIFIED MODERN
YIDDISH PHONE

MODERN YIDDISH
SYNCHRONIC
SEMITIC COMPONENT
PHONOLOGICAL UNIT

PY (GC) X

MODERN YIDDISH
SYNCHRONIC
GERMAN COMPONENT
PHONOLOGICAL UNIT

Dovid Katz / Dec., 1977 |



Systematic Vocalic Alternations in the Semitic Comvponent:
ILLUSTRATIVE CENTRAL YIDDISH CORPUS

ay /_$ ~

oy /__8% i 8.7 3 Ef 08
apakgy$res avskgrésam giy$ram gér
dgv8ras dgr lay8com 1€c
kQy$fer k3fréram may$saom mé s
kQy$les kQl nay$res nér
kgy$se ks 8ay%dam §€d
mQy$fas mQf$sam Say$mos S€m
mQy$rad mgrédsm (sfEk) sfay$ks sfEk (sfiyks)
mQy#$51 mds$leom
mgy$sor (zan) mgs$ram y
Sy8fas 5t P ~ a /_c$
dy$mer (ves) gm$rem betli$mam bgim
Qy8rex gréxem dri$se drds
Qy8syss gs dfi8mem a&m
paydsok pgsbkem K1G$lam k151
pxQy$ra pxgréss kla8vem k1§f$ta
Sgy$rat §9r8tam knd$sam knds
g§Qy8mar sgmérem ksti$vam ksiv
SQvdxat Sgx8tem mazifdles (312)mazS18 (nace)
sQy$des sgd mosSpidxs maSpax$ta
sQydfer s@f¥rom mastii$ma stim
sQy$xar sQx$ram maxi$kem max&k
tQydve (&vn) taf pradtam prit
yosQy$des yosgd pSi$tem ps&t
yoy8rad yor$dam psti$kam psik
yoy$ras yor$sSem Sti$ros $tir
Svadtsm Sv&t
/u/ = [-long] /_ {[+velar,+labial]} Evadxesm gvix
- [+long] /__ i8ves (k¥bed) &v

Dovid Katz / Dec. 1977
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