HISTORTICATL SOURCES OF THE
PROTO YIDDISH HTG6H ¢ o RELE
IN THE SEMITTIC COMPONENT

Modern Yiddish reflexes of Proto Yiddish *I, *I, *J and
#1 are generally predictable on the basis of cognate
Tiberian forms., Examples illustrate instances of the high
vowels preceding begedkefet plosives and spirants.

(a) Tiberian i and u are always short in closed
unstressed syllables, A geminate consonant closes the
preceding syllable. Begedkefet plosives (b,g,d,k,p,t) are
geminate in intervocalic position.

(b) Tiberian i and u are always long in open un-
stressed syllables, A nongeminate consonant in inter-
vocalic position initiates the folleowing syllable,
leaving the preceding syllable open, Begedkefet

spirants (v,v,8,x,f,8) are nongeminate in intervocalic position.
(c) Polysyllabic Tiberian forms stressed ultimately
are processed by stress shift to penultimate position in
Yiddish and by Borokhov's Law (reduction of posttonic
vowel to 3, and pretonic vowels to 3; however, pretonic a
is not generally reduced). Gemination is lost.

(d) Basis for comparison exists where unstressed
Tiberian I, ¥, Tl and U are cognate with stressed

Modern Yiddish reflexes of Proto Yiddish #*I, *Y, *{ and
#%, respectively.

(e) No basis for comparison exists where a Tiberian
syllable is closed by a consonant preceding a word
boundary or preceding another consonant, in which case
any long vowel is processed in Yiddish by Closed Syllable
Shortening (Proto Yiddish *3 - #*a; *8 — %*g; *I - #I;

#5 - 5; »q - *ﬁ}.

D. Katz / May 1978



ILLUSTRATIVE CORPUS:

(A1l Tiberian forms cited are stressed ultimately; Yiddish cognates
are stressed penultimately. See (c) above,)

Proto Yiddish (Semitic Component) *I

Tiberian Dutch Y* Central Y Northeastern Y
h¥1I4x35 halT$xs halI$xe halié$xs
ErIi$rie xarigfes xari$fes xari$fss
nasigvie xo%T8ves x¥T8ves x¥8idvas
h¥sT$8us xasIgdas xsIfdss xsifdes
k361%v> kasIdva ksIfva ksidvs
maShI$eTm magxIfsaom mafxI$sam maSxigsam
nSyI$dIm nogI$dsm nogIddam nogiddsm
mIi$osd mifsa mifsa mi$so
taxri$xim taxri$sSom taxrI$xom taxrifxom
taqqIfrae takIffss tkisfas tkigfas
yoRI$dim yoxI$dam yoxifdom yoxifdsm
73EISvS yoSidva yo3igvs yosisve
Proto Yiddish (Semitic Component) *¥

Tiberian Dutch Y Central Y Northeastern ¥
dib$bar d¥8%baor dY¥$ber digbar
gib$bor gY¥8ber gidbor gifbar
hid$aus x¥$de8 xT84ds% xi$da¥
Gip8pus Y3pa¥ Y8pag i$pos
mid$d3 m¥$das mY$das mifds
nid$ds n¥éds nY$ds nigda
nig$eslin nYfeoon nIfen ni$gg
qid#aud kY8do¥ kY$do¥ kigdss
gia8d0hx 2Y8do¥ SY¥#dox giddax
gik8kor EY3ker 8Y8kor Sidker
sib$b3 sY8bs sY#be sidbe
sid$dir s¥sder s¥d$dar sigder
$ib$blr cYébar cY¥%bar cidbar
tip$pes t¥$pa¥ t¥8po¥ tifpas

lafter Beem (1959, 1975)




Proto Yiddish (Semitic Component) *4

Tiberian Dutch Y Central Y Northeastern Y
¢Erasrs aru$fs arigfs aru$fs

?5s0%903 asuflss asIf$sa asu$sa
havri$es xavru$ss xavridse xavru$sa
k¥0G8vIm kasu$vam ksIfvom ksugvam
kibbu$dIm kYbu$dom kobIif$dom kobu$dom
m31a$x3> maludxs malidxo malu$xa
g1dduadxim SYdu$xem gadI$xam - 83du$xom
t¥qa4es taku$fa tkISfa tku$fs

tE8GsvI Susvs cifva gufvo

Proto Yiddish (Semitic Component) *U

Tiberian Dutch Y Central Y Northeastern Y
hup$p3 x6$pa xi$po xudpo

k%0ubdbd kasd8%ba ksY¥$ba ksu$ba
m3hut$tdn maxd$ton maxi$tg maxu$ty
m3qub$bd1 makd8bal mak!$b% maku$b%
m3Zugdzd9 ma&8%za (~u) masides magusgo
mut$tdr mé$tar mY¥$tar mu$tor

suk$k> s&8ka sYka sudks

guttdt E388tarf EYStor Sudtar
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Tiberian u | Proto Yiddish*Y¥ > DY
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The consistency of the correspondences between DY and CY demonstrates
that the forms were inherited into Proto Yiddish. They could not have
entered the language from texts unless the speakers of both dialects
are assumed to have been aware of (a) and (b) above and consciously

applied these principles of Tiberian phonology in their Yiddish.





















